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1945: Opal Ellis and five other Phoenix Union       
Colored High School students sit-in for thirty minutes, 
six Sundays in a row at a coffee shop and Central 
Avenue and Adams Street in Phoenix.  



#���$�#���

���$�����%�&'���(#���$�#���

���$�����%�&'���(#���$�#���

���$�����%�&'���(#���$�#���

���$�����%�&'���(

The Tuskegee Airman, Code 
Talkers, and struggle to give 
meaning to freedom.

Jobs and a Freer Life for people 
of color in the American West.

Booming Migration

Heated Race Relations
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1947: The Greater Phoenix Council for Civic Unity formed
at the behest of Dr. Fred Holmes and attorney William P.
Mahoney, Jr.  Both were active in fighting racial     
discrimination and segregation throughout Arizona,   
especially Phoenix.  Their multiracial organization boasted 
nearly 500 members in its first year, Including a dynamic 
young cohort that included educator and artists J. Eugene a
and Thomasena Grigsby, attorney Herbert Ely, and activist 
Fran Waldman and Rabbi Albert Plotkin.

1948: By 1948, a revamped NAACP, and it’s Student   
Committee, began waging sit-ins at a Phoenix Walgreen's 
lunch counter from 4 to 9 p.m.  They carried signs that read, 
"Why should we shop here when you won't let us eat here?”



!�������,��"$������$�!�������,��"$������$�!�������,��"$������$�!�������,��"$������$�
,�"�$�������%�"����������,�"�$�������%�"����������,�"�$�������%�"����������,�"�$�������%�"����������

Dr. Lincoln J. Ragsdale, Sr. and  Mrs. Eleanor Dickey Ragsdale 
with Lincoln, Jr., Emily, Gwendolyn and 

Elizabeth Ragsdale, circa 1959
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Arizona activist forced the desegregation of Phoenix’s 
public primary and secondary schools, before the landmark 
Supreme Court decision Brown v. Topeka Board of 
Educationin May of 1954.  Unlike the South, racial 
segregation at Arizona’s colleges has never been a fiercely 
contested issue.  Nevertheless, as early as 1950, attorney 
Hazel B. Daniels, and city employee, Carl Sims, are 
elected to the legislature, and they, with the help of 
attorney Herbert Finn, successfully lobbied the legislature 
to give secondary and primary schools the option of 
desegregating voluntarily.  Most Arizona school 
desegregated, but Phoenix did not. 



In June 1952, Daniels, Mahoney, and Finn filed a lawsuit     
“on behalf of plaintiffs Robert B. Phillips, Jr., Tolly  
Williams, and David Clark, three black children seeking 
admission to PUHS.”

The attorneys successfully argued the case in Maricopa County 
Court.  In a landmark decision handed down in February of 
1953, Superior Court Judge Fred C. Struckmeyer handed down 
the first legal opinion in the U.S. declaring school segregation
laws unconstitutional.

Daniels and Finn, aided by a powerful legal precedent and 
financial help from leaders like Barry Goldwater and the 
Ragsdales, submitted a lawsuit against Wilson Elementary 
School District in Phoenix in 1953, just months after the initial 
Struckmeyer ruling.  Judge Charles E. Berstein ruled in this case 
that segregation in elementary schools was also unconstitutional
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Blank One of Arizona
General Electric
Sperry Rand

Employment Desegregation,1962
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1963:  The Action Citizen's Ticket, including former 
businessman Manuel Pena, former City Councilman Ed 
Korrick, political figure Robert Alden, businessman 
Charles Farrell, teacher Madelene Van Arsdell, 
businessman Lincoln Ragsdale, Sr., and Democratic 
congressman Richard Harless, challenges the incumbent 
slate of Phoenix Charter Government candidates for city 
council.  ACT loses, but shakes up status quo. 

El Rey Cafe, 922 S. Central Avenue, becomes scene of one 
of the most publicized sit-ins and demonstrations in a 
series of actions against restaurants and retailers. 

1,000 marchers assemble in Eastlake park and march to 
City Hall with a list of grievances against the city, county 
and state. They meet with Mayor Sam Mardian, who 
appoints a city Human Relations Commission and adopts 
an equal employment creed for the city. 
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