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Romeo and Juliet (1968) 

Starring: Olivia Hussey, Leonard Whiting, Milo O’Shea, 
Michael York 

Director: Franco Zeffirelli 
Awards: Academy Award Best Cinematography, Best Costume 

Design; Golden Globe –Best Foreign Film, Best Newcomers Male 
& Female 

 
Directed by Franco Zeffirelli, this is the 
definitive film of this classic Shakespeare 
tragedy. As the title characters, fifteen-
year-old Olivia Hussey and seventeen-
year-old Leonard Whiting bring a touching 
innocence to their roles. The exquisite 
cinematography and haunting score are also 
key elements of the film. Supporting 
characters, especially Milo O’Shea and 
Michael York, are solid throughout. The 
story remains a powerful, but romantic, 
idealization of youth that strikes a deep 

chord with many viewers. (1968, 2 hours 18 minutes) 
 

Contact John Flynn for comments or more information at 
johnrf42@yahoo.com 

 



 


